
The Rite of Confirmation 
 
► Confirmation is a custom of the church and not a sacrament. It links the catechumens to their Baptism, 

celebrates the reception of the Lord’s Word among them and, in cases where the candidates have not 
yet communed, welcomes them to the Lord's Table. Luther strongly urges in both catechisms that those 
who are unwilling to learn, at the very least, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer 
should not be admitted to the Sacrament. Baptized Christians are admitted to the Sacrament when they 
have been examined and absolved by their pastor in accordance with the practice outlined in the 
Augsburg Confession (Article XXV). 

► Confirmation declares of a catechumen  that he/she is a Christian who has been baptized, confesses the 
faith, and is in communion with Christ and His Church. The reception of catechumens to the Lord's 
Table assumes that ongoing catechesis is the way of life for the faithful Christian. This rite emphasizes 
God's work in Baptism, the gift of faith, and the promises of the Lord's Supper for all who believe in 
Christ and the words of His testament. 

 
A more detailed description and in-depth review of the history of confirmation can be 
found at 
http://www.lcms.org/ca/www/cyclopedia/02/display.asp?t1=C&word=CONFIRMATIO
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